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CURRICULUM VITAE 
December 2006 

 
DR. CHRISTOPHER MELE 

 
 
Education: Ph.D., The New School for Social Research, New York, 1994. Sociology.  

M.A., The New School for Social Research, New York, 1991. Sociology. 
M.A., The University of Delaware, 1988. Political Science. 
B.A., The University of Delaware, 1984. Political Science. 

 
 
 Employment History:      State University of New York at Buffalo, Department of Sociology, Associate Professor, 

August 2000 - present 
 
 Temple University, Department of Sociology, Visiting Associate Professor, January 2006 

–May 2006  
 
 State University of New York at Buffalo, Department of Sociology, Assistant Professor, 

August 1996- August 2000 
 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, 
Assistant Professor, August 1994 - July 1996 
 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, 
Lecturer, August 1993 - July 1994 

 
 
Areas of Research, 
Lecturing & 
Teaching Expertise: Urban and community redevelopment; city/metropolitan life; introductory sociology; 

cultural studies; urban theory; race and ethnicity; immigration; law and society; housing 
and the built environment; Internet studies 

 
Awards:   Fulbright Lecturing and Research Fellowship, University of Hong Kong, 2004-2005 
 

American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship, 2003-2004 
 

College of Arts and Sciences Award for Excellence in Teaching in Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, University at Buffalo, 2001  

 
Publications:  Books: 
    

Jan Lin and Christopher Mele, The Urban Sociology Reader. Routledge, 2005. Edited 
anthology textbook for advanced undergraduates and graduates.  
 
Christopher Mele and Teresa Miller, Eds. Collateral Penalties, Social Consequences: 
Civil Punishment in the Wars on Drugs and Terror. Routledge, 2005.  
 
John Eade and Christopher Mele, Eds.. Understanding the City: Contemporary and 
Future Perspectives. Blackwell, 2002.  
 
Christopher Mele, Selling the Lower East Side: Culture, Real Estate, and Resistance in 
New York City. University of Minnesota Press, 2000.  
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   Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles (by date of publication): 
 

Christopher Mele and Aaron Mendelsohn, “Rethinking the City through Fiction.” 
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Under review.  
 
Alexander Reichl, Christopher Mele, and David Beer, “From Subsidies to Tax Credits: 
Entrepreneurial Efforts at Affordable Housing in New York’s Times Square.” Journal of 
Affordable Housing and Community Development, Volume 12, Number 3, Spring 2003: 
282-93.  
 
Cindy Cooper and Christopher Mele, “Urban Redevelopment as Contingent Process: 
Implicating Everyday Practices in Berlin’s Renewal.” City and Community, Volume1, 
Number 3, 2002: 291-312. 
 
Christopher Mele, "The Materiality of Urban Discourse: Rational Planning in the 
Restructuring of the Early Twentieth Century Ghetto." Urban Affairs Review. Volume 
35, Number 5, 2000: 628-648.  

 
Christopher Mele, "Asserting the Political Self: Community Activism Among Black 
Women Who Relocate to the Rural South," The Sociological Quarterly, Volume 41, 
Number 1, 2000: 63-84.  

 
Donna Lee King and Christopher Mele. "Making Public Access Television: Community 
Participation, Media Literacy and the Public Sphere." Journal of Broadcasting and 
Electronic Media. Volume 43, Number 4, Fall, 1999: 1-21. 

 
Robert Blundo, Christopher Mele, Josephine Watson and Rhonda Hairston. "Internet and 
the Demystifying of Power Differentials: A Few Women On-line and the Housing 
Authority." Journal of Community Practice, Volume 6, Number 2, Fall, 1999: 11-26. 

 
John Eade and Christopher Mele. "The Eastern Promise: New York and London." Rising 
East, Volume 2, November, 1997: 52-73.  

 
Christopher Mele. "Globalization, Culture and Neighborhood Change: Reinventing the 
Lower East Side of New York," Urban Affairs Review, Volume 32, Number 1, 
September 1996: 3-22. 

 
Christopher Mele. "Using the Internet for Undergraduate Training in Applied Social 
Research." Effective Teaching [Online], Volume 1, Number 1. Available 
http://cte.uncwil.edu/et/articles.htm [Summer 1996]. 

 
Christopher Mele. "Private Redevelopment and the Changing Forms of Displacement in 
the East Village of New York,"  Comparative Urban and Community Research, Volume 
5, Spring 1995: 69-94. 

 
   Chapters in Books (by date of publication): 
 

Christopher Mele. “The Civil Threat of Eviction and the Regulation and Control of  U.S. 
Public Housing Communities.” In Christopher Mele and Teresa Miller, Eds. Collateral 
Penalties, Social Consequences: Civil Punishment in the Wars on Drugs and Terror. 
Routledge, Fall 2004.  
 
Christopher Mele. "Access to Cyberspace and the Empowerment of Disadvantaged 
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Communities."  In Communities in Cyberspace, edited by Peter Kollock and Marc Smith. 
London and New York: Routledge, 1999: 290-310. 

 
Christopher Mele. "Neighborhood Burnout: Puerto Ricans at the End of the Queue."  In 
From Urban Village to East Village: The Battle for New York's Lower East Side, by 
Janet Abu-Lughod and others. New York: Blackwell, 1994: 125-40. 

 
Christopher Mele. "The Process of Gentrification in Alphabet City." In From Urban 
Village to East Village: The Battle for New York's Lower East Side, by Janet Abu-
Lughod and others. New York: Blackwell, 1994: 169-88. 

     
   Book Reviews:  
 

Review of David Ley, The New Middle Classes and the Remaking of the Central City. 
Oxford, 1996. In Contemporary Sociology, Volume 27, Number 4, July 1998: 393-94.  
 
Review of Paul Stoller’s Money Has No Smell: The Africanization of New York City, 
Chicago, 2002. In City and Community, 2003. 

 
Grant Support:   “Social Construction of the Social Welfare Recipient.” Horowitz Foundation for Social 

Policy, 2003 
 
    “The Social Construction of the Social Welfare Recipient.” Baldy Center for Law and 

Social Policy, Community and Identity Program, University at Buffalo, 2002-2003.  
      

“The Social Construction of the Social Welfare Recipient.” NYS/UUP Individual 
Development Award, 2003.  

  
     "Class and Race in the Development of Rural Southeastern North Carolina."  
     Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, Community and Identity Program,  
     University at Buffalo, 2000-2002. 
      
     "Technology Upgrade: Introduction to Sociology." Provost for Educational  
     Technology, University at Buffalo, Fall 2001.   
 

"Anti/Pro-Growth Factionalism: Class and Race in the Development of Rural 
Southeastern North Carolina." The Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, Community 
and Identity Program, University at Buffalo, 1999-2000.  
 
"Representing the Immigrant and the Ghetto: Governmental and Official Understandings 
of the Lower East Side." The Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, Community and 
Identity Program, University at Buffalo, 1998-1999.  

  
The Julian Park Publication Fund, University at Buffalo, 1998.  

 
"Mapping Capital Investment Flows." Research Development Fund Grant, University at 
Buffalo, 1996. 

 
"The Migration of Working-Class Black Women from the North to the South." The 
American Sociological Association/ National Science Foundation Small Grant for the 
Advancement of the Discipline, 1995.  

 
"Community Restructuring on the Lower East Side." Charles L. Cahill Faculty Research 
Grant, University of North Carolina at Wilmington, 1994 and 1995. 
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"The Migration of Working-Class Black Women from the North to the South." 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington Faculty Summer Research Initiative, 1994.  
 
University of North Carolina/ Center for Teaching Excellence Course Development 
Grant, 1994. 

 
Undergraduate-Level 
Courses Taught  Introduction to Sociology – (seminar; small lecture; large lecture [375+ students]) 
   Race and Ethnic Relations 
   Contemporary Immigration and Displacement 
   Research Methods 
   Qualitative Methods 
   Urban Sociology and City Life 
   Contemporary Sociological Theory 
   Social Movements 
 
Graduate-Level  
Courses Taught:  Research Proposal Design and Writing 
   Urban Sociology 
   Community Sociology 
   Historical Sociology 
   Social Movements 
 
Professional Memberships  
and Activities: 
 
    Memberships: 

American Sociological Association; Race and Ethnicity, International Migrations and 
Urban and Community Sociology subsections of the ASA. 

 
 Conference Paper Presentations: 
 

  American Sociological Association, San Francisco, August 16, 2004. Panel on Law and 
Social Control. “Eviction as a Tool for Regulation of US Public Housing” 

 
  Law and Society Association, Chicago, May 28, 2004. Panel on HUD’s ‘One Strike’ 

Policy and Urban Communities. “Civil Threat of Eviction and the Regulation of US 
Public Housing Communities.” 

 
  Upstate History Alliance Annual Meeting, New York City, April 19, 2004. “Archiving 

Urban Insurgent Culture.”  
 

University of Surrey, Roehampton, UK, March 17, 2004. “Civil Coercion of 
Impoverished Ethnic and Racial Minorities in the U.S. and the U.K.”  
 
School of Law, University at Buffalo, Locked Up, Then Locked Out: A Conference on 
Prisoner’s Civil Disabilities, October 18-20, 2002. Presenter and Conference Organizer. 
 
School of Law, University at Buffalo, Conference on Financing the Next Generation of 
Community Development, October 17, 2002. “Affordable Housing in the Context of 
Urban Development.” 

 
  American Sociological Association, Chicago, August 2002. Urban Sociology 
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Roundtables. “Theorizing Social Difference in Contemporary Urban Theory” (co-
authored with John Eade). 

 
  American Sociological Association, Chicago, August 2002. Urban Sociology 

Roundtables. “Zoning as Social Control” (co-authored with Cindy T. Cooper). 
 
  Law and Society Association, Vancouver, BC, May 2002. Co-Presider of Panel on 

Redefining Civil Disabilities. “Civil Disabilities and Social Science: Incarceration Effects 
in U.S. and Canadian Communities.” 

   
  Gotham Center History Conference, City University of New York, October 7, 2001. “The 

Lower Manhattan High Rise: A Sociohistorical Perspective.” 
 
  American Sociological Association, Washington, DC, August 2000. Panel on Place and 

Space: Tourism, Multiculturalism, and Public Life. "Rapid Growth, Conflict, and Spatial 
Valorization of the North Carolina Coast." 

 
  Midwestern Sociological Association, Chicago IL, April 2000. "Beyond the 

Neighborhood Association:  Urban Land Use Struggles, Peformative Local Resistance, 
and the Sociospatial Perspective."  

 
  University of Sussex, Brighton, UK. Landscapes of Memory: Oral History and the 

Environment Conference, May 17, 1999. "The Place of Memory in Urban Development: 
Meaning, Legitimation and Social  Conflict," with John Eade.  
 
American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA, August 1998. Panel on Urban 
Restructuring. "Inventing Silicon Alley: Lower Manhattan, New York." 
 
American Sociological Association, Toronto, CN, August 1997, Panel on Urban and 
Community Rhetoric, "Creating 'Customized Landscapes': East Village and East End," 
with John Eade. 
 
Eastern Sociological Association, Boston, MA, March 1996, "Transformations of Urban 
Space: Recent Contributions to the New Urban and Community Sociology." Session 
Organizer and Presenter. 
 
Southern Sociological Society, Richmond, VA, April 1996, Panel on Computer-Mediated 
Communication and Collective Action,  "Subverting Place: On-line Interaction and 
Collective Action." 
 
Popular Culture Association and American Culture Association, Richmond, VA, October 
1995. Panel on Teaching Popular Culture through Community Service: Problems and 
Opportunities, "Appropriation of Knowledge and Power: Access to Cyberspace and the 
Jervay Empowerment Project."  
 
American Sociological Association, Washington, D.C., August  1995. Panel on Race and 
Ethnic Relations, "Exiles in the New South: Recounting the Experiences of Northern 
Working-Class Blacks in the South." 
 
Society for the Studies of Social Problems, Washington, D.C., August 1995. Panel on 
Community and Urban Research, "Globalization and Neighborhood Change in the Lower 
East Side of New York." 
 
Urban Affairs Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, March 1994. Panel on 
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Neighborhood Reinvestment, "An Ecology of Capital Flows: Risk and Neighborhood 
Resistance." 
 
American Sociological Association, Miami, August 1993. Panel on the Political 
Economy of Urban Neighborhoods, "Spatial Isolation of the East Village of New York." 
 
Society for the Studies of Social Problems, Miami, August 1993. Panel on Housing and 
Residential Segregation, "Inventing Niche Consumer Housing Markets in Revitalizing 
Neighborhoods." 
 
International Sociological Association/ University of California at Los Angeles, "A New 
Urban and Regional Hierarchy?," Los Angeles, April 1992. "Spatial Restructuring and 
Social Change." 
 
Northeast Political Science Association, Philadelphia, November 1989. Panel on Issues in 
Public Policy, "Gentrification as Production of Space." 

 
Lectures/Media: 

 
Zhong Shan University, China, “’Bladerunner’ and the Urban Landscape of Fear and 
Exclusion.” November 5, 2004. 
 
Hong Kong University, “Rethinking the City through Urban Fiction.” September 22, 
2004. 
 
National Public Radio, Morning Edition. “Focus on Housing” Series, December 12, 
2002. 
  
Columbia University, “When Urban Sociology Meets Cultural Studies,” October 24, 
2002. 
 
Columbia University, Urban Policy Workshop, “Constituting the Subject in Early Public 
Housing Policy Discourse.” December 4, 2001. 
 
Lower East Side Tenement Museum. “Tenements and Towers.” October 6, 2001. 
 
UB Alumni Association, New York City Chapter. Lecture and Walking Tour, related to 
Selling the Lower East Side, May 5, 2001.  
 
Pratt Institute, New York. "City as Spectacle." April 24, 2001. 
 
The New School for Social Research, New York City. “New Directions in Urban Theory 
and Research.” March 29, 2001. 
 
Vassar College, College of Arts and Sciences, Urban Studies Program. " "Protest Culture: 
Art, Resistance, and Urban Development in New York City." April 26, 2000.  
 
WNYC Public Radio, New York, Discussion of Selling the Lower East Side, April 6, 
2000. 
 
National Public Radio, Raleigh News and Observer, and USA Today. Aftermath of 
Hurricane Floyd on development in southeastern North Carolina." September, 1999.  

   
  American Sociological Association, Chicago, IL, August 1999. Spatial Struggles 
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roundtable, Presider.  
 

University at Buffalo, Comparative Historical Symposium on Imagining Spaces, 
Department of History, April 9, 1999. "The Imagined Metropolis: 1920s Utopianism in 
the Elimination of the Working-Class Ghetto." 
 
University at Buffalo, Baldy Center Retreat, December 1998. "Qualitative Research 
Strategies." 

 
University at Buffalo, Department of Geography, Colloquium Series, November 6, 1998. 
"Blurring Cyberspace and Urban Space: The Development of Silicon Alley in New York 
City." 
 
Honor's Scholars Program, University of North Carolina at Wilmington. November 19, 
1997. Lecture Series. "Internet and Collective Action." 
 
Instructional Technology Explorations, Faculty of Social Sciences, University at Buffalo. 
November 13, 1998. "Class Constructions: Getting Everyone in Class to Deliver Through 
the Web." 
 
Sociology Research Seminar, Roehampton Institute, London, March 1997. "Difference, 
Locality, and Globalization." 
 
Sociology Research Seminar, Roehampton Institute, London, March 1995. "Graffiti, 
Squatters and Skinheads: Localized Resistance to Globalization." 

 
Professional Service Activities: 

 
Book Review Editor, Urban Affairs Review. January 2001 to May 2004.  
 
American Sociological Association, Chicago, August 1999. Presider, Panel 
commemorating Janet Abu-Lughod's fifty years of urban sociology.  
 
Editorial Board Member, Journeys: The International Journal of Travel Studies. London, 
UK.  
 
Member, Robert Park Book Award Committee, Community and Urban Sociology 
Section, American Sociological Association, 1997.  
 
American Sociological Association, Toronto, CN, August 1997, Presider, Community 
and Urban Sociology Roundtable, "Urban Representations." 
 
Popular Culture Association and American Culture Association, Richmond, VA, October 
1995. Panel on Ethnographic Studies, Session Chair. 
 
American Sociological Association, Toronto, CN, August 1997, Organizer (with Diane 
Levy) Roundtable on Undergraduate Education, "International Faculty Exchanges and 
Undergraduate Education in Sociology." 
 
Manuscript reviewer, Routledge; Pine Forge Press; Gender and Society; Urban Affairs 
Review. 

 
Community Service:  Grant writing committee member, "Wilmington Revitalization Initiative," submitted to 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, June 5, 1995.  
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Advisory board member, Wilmington Community Coalition, 1994-1996 
 
Grant writer, Community-Based Organization Service Delivery Grant, "HIV/STD risk 
reduction prevention: The Mema project: Community intervention for African-American 
Women in Wilmington, NC," HIV/STD Control Section, Department of Environment, 
Health, and Natural Resources, January 1995. 
 
Advisory board member, CURE AIDS of Wilmington, NC. 1994. 

 
University Service:  Member, Advisory Board, Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, University at 

Buffalo, Spring 2003-Present 
 

Program Director, Program on Community and Identity, Baldy Center for Law And 
Social Policy, University at Buffalo, Spring 2002-Present. 

 
Women's Studies, Junior Faculty search committee, University at Buffalo, Spring 2001 

 
Governance Council, Women's Studies Program, University at Buffalo, Spring 1999-
present. 
 
Faculty Associate, Critical and Cultural Studies of Information Technology, Graduate 
School of Education, University at Buffalo, Fall 1998-present.  
 
The Center for the Americas and Cultural Studies, University at Buffalo, Curriculum 
development committee, Fall 1999.  
 
Women's Studies, Senior Faculty search committee, University at Buffalo, Spring 1998. 
 
Faculty Committee, Critical and Cultural Studies of Information Technology, Graduate 
School of Education, University at Buffalo, Fall 1998- Present. 

 
Departmental Service: Director, Undergraduate Program, Sociology Department, University at Buffalo, 2001-

2003 
 

Graduate committee, Sociology Department, University at Buffalo, Fall 1998-2001.  
 

Undergraduate committee, Sociology Department,  University at Buffalo, Fall 1996-1998 
 

Grievance committee, Sociology Department, University at Buffalo, Fall 1997 
 

Faculty recruitment committee, University of North Carolina, Wilmington, 1995-1996 
 

Curriculum committee, University of North Carolina, Wilmington, 1995 
 


