Department of Sociology Graduate Academic Schedule

Spring 2006

Reg #
     Course
Course
Title

Section

Days
Time

Room

Instructor
062377     Soc 525
Racial & Ethnic


R
1:30 PM-
474 Park




Relations




4:10 PM

Theoretical and practical problems of intergroup prejudice and discrimination are examined.

193422     Soc 568
Soc Theory,

ARD

T
1:30 PM-
474 Park
Arditi




Contemporary




4:10 PM

Covers major developments in social theory since Weber and Marx, including mainstream American theory, German critical theory and new French theory.

041758     Soc 576
Special Topics



R
9:30 AM-
474 Park










12:10 PM
107075     Soc 578
Survey Research
LIC

T
9:30 AM-
474 Park
Lichter










12:10 PM

Examines sampling, measurement and analysis issues in survey research.

212131     Soc 582
Health, Life Course
STR

F
9:00 AM-
474 Park
Street




& Public Policy



11:40 AM

165064     Soc 593
Special Topics

STJ

M
9:30 AM-
474 Park
St. Jean




Neighborhood and 



12:10 PM




Community Research







 

This course is intended to attract graduate students from multiple disciplines that are serious about learning how to properly conduct research on neighborhood and community issues. There will be both classroom (readings and discussions) and fieldwork (ethnographic) components to the course. Students will learn how fine-tune research questions, conceptual frameworks, and data gathering techniques to gather relevant data. They will also learn about the process of storing, cleaning, and analyzing such data for the purposes of thesis development, presentation, or publication. 

 

The structure of the ongoing Buffalo Area Neighborhood Study (BANS) will provide students with enormous opportunities to fulfill the field research requirements. However, students are also encouraged to enter the course with the possibility of undertaking aspects of their own relevant research projects. 

 

Students will be exposed to the practical and theoretical aspects of multiple data gathering techniques that include quantitative, ethnography, video ethnography, archival, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Global Positioning Systems (GPS), and Systematic Social Observation (SSO).

 

Although students are all expected to complete general requirements, the course will be tailored in such a way that allows less advanced and more advanced students to flourish – based on their idiosyncratic needs. For instance, less advanced students may be more focused on learning how to properly and practically shape research questions, enter the field, gather field data; then store, clean and analyze such data. Others who are already more advanced may focus on how to properly analyze existing data to fulfill their thesis, presentation, or academic publication requirements.  One of the aims of the course is to develop potential publications from the large vault of BANS data that has already been gathered over the last three years.

057267     Soc 595
Special Topics

FAR

W
1:30 PM-
474 Park
Farrell




Networks & Circles



4:10 PM




In the Arts

People in the arts often develop their skills and "voices" while embedded in a collaborative circle or community of artists. The French Impressionists, the Arts and Crafts movement founders, the Fugitive Poets, and The Beatles are all examples of people in the arts who mastered their art and developed a common vision while working in a collaborative circle.  Under optimal conditions, interaction in such circles stimulates creativity and facilitates the development of a career in the arts.  To understand the conditions that lead to the development of collaborative circles, how circles develop and change over time, and how they affect the careers of people in the arts, in this course we examine theories and research on social networks, social capital, social support, and collaborative circles in the arts.  In addition we will examine some of the classic work on the social organization of art worlds. Then we will carry out research testing the theories, making use of either ethnographic or survey data.  Students are required either to carry out an ethnographic study at one of the artist networks in Western New York, or to carry out their own ethnographic study of social networks in a setting where musicians, playwrights, poets, or other artists work.

428131     Soc 605
Design of Inquiry
WAG

F
1:30 PM-
474 Park
Wagmiller










4:10 PM

Students in this course are expected to develop and execute an original research project that will lead to presentation at an appropriate regional or national conference and ultimately publication in a peer-reviewed journal.  This course is designed to provide students with practical, hands-on experience conducting (primarily quantitative) social science research.  This course will cover how to develop and refine a research question, how to identify and select an appropriate data set to answer your question, how to identify the appropriate analytic technique to test your hypotheses, and how to write up research results in a clear and convincing manner.  As part of the course, students will be required to present their findings to the class in a mock conference format and submit a final paper that is of a quality suitable for submission to a peer-reviewed journal.   

