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EDUCATION

Ph.D. University of Chicago, 2004
Sociology

Thesis: Lost Opportunity: Racial Unrest, Violent Crime, and the Emergence of a
Jobless Underclass
Committee: Edward O. Laumann (Chair), Ross M. Stolzenberg, Susan Mayer
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M.A. University of Maryland, College Park, 1995
Sociology
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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

2004 - present  Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University at Buffalo, State
University of New York, Buffalo, New York.

2003 - 2004 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University at Buffalo,
State University of New York, Buffalo, New York.

2000 - 2003 Research Associate, National Center for Children in Poverty (NCCP), Joseph L.
Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University, New York, New York.

1998 - 2000 Survey Sampling Specialist and Statistical Programmer, Mathematica
Policy Research, Inc. (MPR), Princeton, New Jersey.



AWARDS

2001

1999

1996-99

Midwestern Sociological Society, Graduate Student Paper Competition, Third
Prize, “The Validity of Mobility Data.”

Awarded Distinction on Doctoral Special Field Examination in “Social Stratification
and Social Mobility,” University of Chicago.

Recipient of the Century Fellowship, University of Chicago’s most prestigious
tellowship

GRANT SUPPORT

Received

2008

2007

2005

2003-2004

2000

Submitted

2008

2008

National Institute of Child Health and Development, The Science and Ecology of
Early Development Program, “Dynamic Socioeconomic Disadvantage: Children in
Family and School Contexts,” with Elizabeth Thompson Gershoff (Principal
Investigator), J. Lawrence Aber, Margaret Clement, and Cybele Raver. $82,472.

Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, Small Research Grants Program, “Early Life
Residential Experiences and Residential Attainment in Adulthood.” (with Robert
Adelman) $750.

Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy, Small Research Grants Program, “Lost
Opportunities: Urban Social Disorganization and the Ecology of Disadvantage”.
$1,000.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Health Policy Investigators Award, “Dynamics of
Economic Disadvantage and Child Health Development.” Subcontract with Columbia
University, Mary Clare Lennon and J. Lawrence Aber (Co-Principal Investigators).

$44,000

NSAF Small Grants Program, Association for Public Policy Analysis and
Management, “Subsidy Use and Child Care Arrangements: Differences by
State and Children’s Age.” With J. Lawrence Aber (Principal Investigator),
Annie Georges, and Hsien-Hen Lu. $20,000

Center for Retirement and Research at Boston College, Steven H. Sandell Grant
Program in Retirement Research, “Trajectories of Women’s Labor Force Participation:
Implications for Later Life Income Security.” $33,244 (under review)

Sloan Foundation, Work-Family Career Development Grant Program, “Women’s
Family and Work Trajectories: Implications for Later Life Income Security.” $45,000
(under review)



PUBLICATIONS
Refereed Journals

Wagmiller, Robert. 2008. “The Changing Geography of Male Joblessness in Urban America: 1970 to
2000” Forthcoming at Housing Policy Debate

Wagmiller, Robert, Mary Clare Lennon, and Li Kuang. 2008. “Changes in Parental Health and Children’s
Economic Well-Being.” Journal of Health and Social Bétigviors5.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2007. “Race and the Spatial Segregation of Jobless Men in Urban America.”
Demographiy3): 539-562.

Wagmiller, Robert, Mary Clare Lennon, Li Kuang, Philip Alberti, and J. Lawrence Aber. 20006.

“Dynamics of Family Economic Disadvantage and Children’s Life Chances.” American Sociological Review
71(5): 847-866.

Carter, Alice S., Jennifer Bender Berz, Robert Wagmiller, Sarah M. Horwitz, Karla Klein Murdock, and
Margaret Briggs-Gowan. 2006. “Prevalence and Correlates of Early Onset Asthma and Wheezing in a
Healthy Birth Cohort of 2- to 3-Year Olds.” Journal of Pediatric Psyghblizgy

Book Chapters

Wagmiller, Robert. 2007. “Children and the Changing Social Ecology of Economic Disadvantage in

Urban America.” Pp. 163-181 in David Maume and Barbara Arrighi (eds.), Children and Poverty Today:
Volume,WWestport, Ct.: Pracger.

Book Reviews

Wagmiller, Robert. 2006. “Welfare Reform: Context, Challenges, and Possibilities.” Contextg2):
64-60.

Under Review

Wagmiller, Robert. 2007. “Male Nonemployment in White, Black, Hispanic, and Multiethnic
Neighborhoods, 1970-2000.” Revise and resubmit at Urban Affairs Rewjrevision resubmitted 12/7/07).

Wagmiller, Robert, Philip Veliz, Elizabeth Gershoff, and Peggy Clements. 2008. “Marital Transitions and
Children’s Trajectories of Cognitive Development.” Under review at the American Sociological.Review

In Preparatio

Wagmiller, Robert and Elizabeth Anne Gage. 2007. “Ecological Succession and the Growth of High-
Poverty Neighborhoods.”

Carter, Alice S., Kimberly J. McCarthy, Robert J. Wagmiller, Joan Bosson-Heenan, Sarah M. Horwitz,
and Margaret ]. Briggs-Gowan. 2007. “Prevalence of DSM-IV Psychiatric Disorder in a Representative
Healthy Birth Cohort: Sociodemographic Risks and Social Adaptation.”



Carter, Alice S., Susan Markowtiz, Robert Wagmiller, Philip Veliz, Kimberly McCarthy, and Margaret
Briggs-Gowan. 2006. “I'TSEA Internalizing Subdomain Trajectories in Early Childhood: Evidence from
the Tale New Haven Birth Cohort Study.”

Markowtiz, Susan, Alice S. Carter, Robert Wagmiller, Philip Veliz, Kimberly McCarthy, and Margaret
Briggs-Gowan. 2007. “Anxiety and Depression in Early Childhood: Evidence from the Yale New Haven
Birth Cohort Study.”

Wagmiller, Robert. 2007. “Why Did Concentrated Poverty Decline in the 1990s?”
Research Reports

Lee, Bong Joo, Robert Goerge, Mairead Reidy, J. Lee Kreader, Annie Georges, Robert L. Wagmiller Jr.,
Jane Staveley, David Stevens, Ann Dryden Witte. 2004. “Child Care Subsidy Use and Employment
Outcomes of Low-Income Mothers during Early Years of Welfare Reform: A Three-State Study.”
Chicago: Chapin Hall Center for Children, University of Chicago.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2003. “Debt and Assets Among Low-Income Families.” New York, NY: National
Center for Children in Poverty Research Brief Series, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia
University.

Charles E. Denk, Thomas Lamatsch, John Hall and Robert Wagmiller. 2000."1999 RW]JF State Alcohol
Policy Surveys: Survey of Establishments in North Carolina." Princeton, New Jersey: Mathematica Policy
Research, Inc. Document No. PR00-13.

Chatles E. Denk, Thomas Lamatsch, John Hall, and Robert Wagmiller. 1999. "1998/1999 RWJF State
Alcohol Policy Surveys: Missouri Youth Access to Alcohol Survey Report." Princeton, New Jetsey:
Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. Document No. PR99-50.

Chatles E. Denk, Thomas Lamatsch, John Hall, and Robert Wagmiller. 1999. "1998/1999 RWJF State
Alcohol Policy Surveys: Reducing Underage Drinking in Pennsylvania." Princeton, New Jersey:
Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. Document No. PR99-60.

Charles E. Denk, Thomas Lamatsch, John Hall and Robert Wagmiller. 1999. "1998 RWJF State Alcohol
Policy Surveys: District of Columbia Survey Report." Princeton, New Jersey: Mathematica Policy
Research, Inc. Document No. PR99-25.

Charles E. Denk, Thomas Lamatsch, John Hall and Robert Wagmiller. 1999. "1998 RW]JF State Alcohol
Policy Surveys: Survey of Alcoholic Beverage Establishments in Indiana Report." Princeton, New Jersey:
Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. Document No. PR99-17.

Working Papers and Unpublished Manuscripts and Reports

Wagmiller, Robert, Mary Lennon, Philip Alberti, and J. Lawrence Aber. 2004, “Measuring Economic
Disadvantage During Childhood: A Group-Based Modeling Approach.” Institute for Social and
Economic Research and Policy Working Paper Series 04-03. (http://www.iserp.columbia.edu/research/
working_papers/2004/04-03_abstract.html).



Wagmiller, Robert. 2001. “Adolescents and Neighborhood-Based Services: Early Evidence from the
Bronx.” Reported prepared for the Assistant Commissioner of the Administration of Children’s Services,
under a subcontract to the Chapin Hall Center for Children, University of Chicago.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2001. “Young Children and Neighborhood-Based Services: Early Evidence from the
Bronx.” Reported prepared for the Assistant Commissioner of the Administration of Children’s Services,
under a subcontract to the Chapin Hall Center for Children, University of Chicago.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2000. “Child Care Needs Assessments: A Review and Recommendations,” National
Center for Children in Poverty Child Care Research Partnership, Columbia University.

Conference Presentations

Wagmiller, Robert and Elizabeth Anne Gage. 2007. “Ecological Succession and the Growth of
Concentrated Poverty: 1970-2000.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Population Association
of America, New York, New York.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2006. “Lost Opportunities: Urban Social Disorganization and the Concentration of
Poverty.” Invited presentation at the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy Faculty Retreat.

Wagmiller, Robert, Mary Clare Lennon, J. Lawrence Aber, and Philip Alberti.. 2005. “Assessing
Economic Disadvantage during Childhood: A Group-Based Modeling Approach.” Paper presented at
the annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2005. “Enclaves of Male Joblessness in Urban America.” Paper presented at the
annual meeting of the American Sociological Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2004. “Jobless Ghettos?: Trends in the Spatial Segregation of Jobless Men in the
Metropolis.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, New York, New
York.

Wagmiller, Robert, Mary Clare Lennon, and Philip Alberti. 2002. “Conceptualizing Children’s
Socioeconomic Backgrounds: A New Approach.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the
American Sociological Association, Chicago, Illinois.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2002. “Opportunity and Choice Before and After Welfare Reform: The Effects of
Welfare Reform on Work Preferences of Female Heads of Household.” Paper presented at the annual
meeting of the Eastern Sociological Society, Boston, Massachusetts.

Collins, Ann and Robert Wagmiller. 2002. “Publicly-Available Data Sets for Child Care Policy Research,”
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Child Care Policy Research Consortium, sponsored by the
Child Care Bureau and the Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C.

Georges, Annie, Robert Wagmiller, and Hsien-Hen Lu. 2001. “Receipt of Subsidy and Child Care
Arrangements: Differences by Age, Parent Work Schedule and State.” Paper presented at the annual
meeting of the American Association of Policy Analysis and Management, Washington, D.C.



Wagmiller, Robert. 2001. “Measurement Error in Mobility Data: How Reliable Are Retrospective
Reports of Occupational Origins.” Paper presented at the Social Stratification Workshop, Department of
Sociology, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois and the annual meeting of the Midwestern
Sociological Association, St. Louis, Missouri.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2001. “Converging Classes?: Trends in Class-Based Attitudes and Behaviors 1973-

1998.” Paper presented at the American Association of Public Opinion Researchers Annual Meeting,
Montreal, Quebec.

Wagmiller, Robert. 2000. “Child Care Needs Assessments: A Review and Recommendations.” Paper
presented at the meeting of the Child Care Policy Research Consortium Steering Committee,
Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C.

Hall, John and Robert Wagmiller. 1999. “How Useful are Random Digit Dial Telephone Surveys for
Estimates of Health Care Utilization.” Paper presented at the International Conference on Health Policy
Research, San Diego, California.

Wagmiller, Robert. 1995. “Beyond Synthesis and Integration: Michel Foucault and Discourse as
Sociological Object.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association,
Washington, D.C.

Wagmiller, Robert. 1994. “Who is in Control?: The Rhetorical Construction of Agency in the Mass
Media’s Representation of Crisis Events.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Southwestern
Sociological Association, San Antonio and the Eastern Sociological Association, Baltimore, Maryland.
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES

1995-2008 Member, American Sociological Association

2005-2008 Member, Population Association of America

1999-2007 Reviewer, American Journal of Sq@Aohegizcan Sociological,Ranevgraphy
Journal of Health and Social Behavior

2002-2005 Member, Eastern Sociological Society

2001 Grant Reviewer, Child Care Bureau, Administration for Children, Youth, and
Families, Department of Health and Human Services

2001-2002 Member, Child Care Research Partnership, Department of Health and Human Services
UNIVERSITY SERVICE

2005-present  Board of Advisors, Inter-disciplinary Social Science Program

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

2006-present  Graduate Committee



2004-2006 Undergraduate Committee

2003-2004 Co-organized Departmental Speaker Series (with Dr. Michael Lichter)
COMMUNITY SERVICE
2003-2007 Board of Directors, Urban Choice Charter School, Rochester, New Yotk

COURSES TAUGHT

Undergraduate

Sociology 293 Social Research Methods

Sociology 294  Basic Statistics for the Social Sciences
Sociology 348  Sociology of Poverty

Sociology 482 Race and Class Segregation in the United States

Graduate

Sociology 551  Social Stratification

Sociology 592 Advanced Topics in Criminology: Broken Windows Theory
Sociology 605  Design of Inquiry

Sociology 607  General Linear Model

Sociology 608  Causal Models

RESEARCH SUPERVISION

M.A.

Chad Sexton
Julie Milewski
Timothy Sentman

Ph.D

Melissa Menasco
Naoyuki Mizumoto
Kimberly McGann (chair)
Paulette Niewczyk
Patricia Neff



